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ESOL (English) classes in Lewisham

There are ESOL (English for speakers of other languages) classes for people of all levels, whether you are a complete beginner or completing a qualification for British citizenship. Anyone can apply for ESOL courses – your immigration status does not matter.

Do you want to gain a qualification? Or just try an informal class?
Exam-based:
Some ESOL classes are exam-based and will lead to a formal qualification (accreditation). These are held at a college or adult education centre and are more formal, with homework and exams. 
For exam-based classes you need to do an initial assessment (test) to find out which level is best for you.
For a formal ESOL accreditation there are 6 different levels:
· Beginner/Pre-Entry
· Entry Level 1
· Entry Level 2
· Entry Level 3 
· Level 1
· Level 2


Non-exam based:
If you do not need a qualification, you can still do an informal community based ESOL class. These will not have any exams but will still involve lots of English conversation practice and help you to improve your speaking, listening, and writing. 
For informal classes, you can usually just try any class to see if it’s the right level for you, as well as speaking with the teacher before or after the class. 

EXAM-BASED CLASSES

[bookmark: _Hlk166489656]Adult Learning Lewisham (ALL)
ALL offers ESOL courses from Beginner to Level 2 for adults in Lewisham aged 19+. Class are held at different locations across Lewisham: Brockley Rise, Grove Park, Granville Park and COMESOL at some schools and Lewisham children centres.
How to enrol:
Before enrolling on an ESOL class, a pre-course assessment (PCA) must be completed at one of the centres. This will help to establish your English level and to find the right class. PCAs are held in September, December and March. PCA booking dates are published on the council website.
For more information or to book a PCA pre-course assessment, contact Adult Learning Lewisham and quote ‘ESOL’
Tel: 020 8314 3300 (Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm) 
E-mail: adultlearning@lewisham.gov.uk 


Types of ESOL courses at ALL
ESOL classes at ALL require you to attend regularly and to study outside class sessions. This will help you to progress and achieve your ESOL goals.

COMESOL
First Step community ESOL (COMESOL) classes are suitable for absolute beginners up to Entry level 2. Classes run 4 hours a week for 10 weeks per term. These classes can have mixed levels.
Courses are topic based and tailored to suit the needs of the groups. For example, those running at schools are suitable for parents who wish to better support their children at school.
At the end of the course, you will complete an assessment to help you decide your next steps. You can progress to higher level (accredited) ESOL courses in September once you’ve completed a pre-course assessment for accredited courses.
Please note that there are no classes in the summer holidays.
COMESOL classes are free
If you are a school or community provider interested in running ESOL classes in your community and you have a cohort of adult learners, please contact Denise Jones on 07393 784 570 or email Denise.Jones1@lewisham.gov.uk 

Accredited ESOL
Accredited ESOL classes are suitable for those who are committed to gaining a formal qualification. Classes are 5 hours a week (2 x 2.5 hour classes) and run for 11 weeks per term. At the end of each term there is an exam. Achieving all 3 exams in reading, speaking and listening and writing will gain the ESOL approved qualification in one academic year.
Accredited courses (Entry Level 1 - Level 2) cost £225 per term.
New to ESOL are for beginners who are committed to progress onto accredited courses.
New to ESOL courses cost £150 per term..
For more information on accredited ESOL, contact Adult Learning Lewisham on 020 8314 3300 or email adultlearning@lewisham.gov.uk 
You may be entitled to a reduced fee, or free course, if you are over 65 years old or receiving certain benefits such as Universal Credit or Jobseekers Allowance.
For more information on reduced fees, visit https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/adult/funding/reduced-fees-for-adult-education-courses 


Lewisham College
Accredited and interactive courses where you can not only improve your English language knowledge but also learn about British culture and citizenship and gain vital employability skills. 

ESOL courses at all levels are offered and for a range of specialist careers, which means you can study on exactly the right course for you.


How many hours will I need to attend Lewisham College a week?

ESOL and ESOL & maths day courses: 13 hours a week
ESOL & vocational studies courses: 13 hours a week
ESOL evening courses: 6 hours a week
English and maths courses: 3-6 hours a week


How to enroll:

You can apply by filling in the application form https://www.lewisham.ac.uk/esol-application?type=ESOL 
You will then be invited to come to the College for an assessment and interview. During the assessment, Lewisham College will check what level you are at in reading, writing, speaking and listening. They will then discuss which course would suit your needs best.



COMMUNITY CLASSES (NON-EXAM BASED)
Non-exam classes are free.


Corbett Community Library

Students are given an initial assessment and a diagnostic test to ensure they can access the correct class. You can simply show up to a class and the teacher will begin the assessment with you. Classes are student centred, encouraging input into the scheme of work.

The library facilities and staff support the program with much welcomed voluntary help and use of a photocopier. The atmosphere is friendly and quiet, and a perfect place to learn and make friends.

Cost: Free

When: 
Tuesdays 1pm-3pm (Beginner)
Thursdays from 10am-12pm (Advanced)

Where: Corbett Community Library, 103 Torridon Road, London, SE6 1RQ

Contact: 020 8378 5358/ info@corbettcommunity.org.uk




Besson Street Trust

Offer a range of ESOL Classes delivered from Besson Street Community Garden. 
To register for a course, you need to attend an assessment class with an ESOL tutor, who will then place you in a class according to your ability.

Assessment sessions run 3pm on Tuesdays, and 4.30pm on Wednesdays.

Please ring the office for further information on 0207 639 7605 or email helen.keenan@nxgtrust.org.uk. 

Cost: Free

When: Classes take place on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays (term time only).

Where: Besson Street Community Garden, Besson St, London SE14 5AE

Contact: 020 7639 7605, email helen.keenan@nxgtrust.org.uk or visit https://www.nxgtrust.org.uk/ 




St Catherine’s Church
This conversation class is aimed at beginners and intermediate speakers hoping to improve their spoken English. Come and improve your confidence and have fun! Refugees and asylum seekers are particularly welcome, open to women only. It is also open as a friendship class too.

Cost: Free

When: Thursdays 10am-12pm

Where: Telegraph Hill Centre, Kitto Road, London, SE14 5TY

Contact: 020 7639 0214 or office@thcentre.com



Here For Good, Sydenham

Free English classes for beginners on Mondays and for intermediate students on Fridays.

Cost: Free

When: Mondays 11am to 12.30pm (Beginners); Fridays 1pm to 2.45pm (Intermediates)

Where: Here For Good, 17 Sydenham Road, SE26 5EX

Contact: 020 8776 5050, info@foresthill.cc


House of Tutors

English classes for Pre-entry and Entry 1.
 
Cost: Free 
 
When: Tuesdays and Fridays 10am-12pm (term time only)
 
Where: House of Tutors, 401 Lewisham High Street, SE13 6NZ
 
Contact: Maureen on 07748 132624 or me.biddiscombe@btinternet.com 




Please note that our team update these factsheets three times a year. If you would like to suggest any updates, corrections or comments, please get in touch with us at CommunityConnections@ageuklands.org.uk. 
 


 
 Date of last update: 12.12.2025


Community Connections Lewisham is a service run by Age UK Lewisham & Southwark, registered charity number 296862
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